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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITIID STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C, 848

. 153
»~179735 o - October 30, 1973 40

Tha Honvrable
The Secratary of Agriculture

Dear Mr, Sacratary:

Ne rofar to a latter dated £zpiembar 18, 1973, with enclosures,
from the Divector, 0ffice of "ant and Operations, requesting a
decis{ion as to the action to bn taken concerning an exror allegsd by |
Hr., Richard Dalena to have been nads dn hisx bid upon which contract
N¥o, 01-2576 1s based,

The ¥orest Service, Rastam Rugiox, Mliwaukve, Wisconsin, by
invitation No, R3-73-41 requastaed bids for the comstruction of Goblin
Gresk Road No, 354 (Section A), Ottawa Kational Forest, Baraga and
Iron Comnties, Michigan, Richard Delene submitted an aggregate total
g bid in the amount of $62,615.86., Thia thrse other bidders on the
project quotad aggregate total bid prices rarnging from $76,217.60 to
997 556.30, The Coveivment estimats for the work was §70,259,30.
The bid of Richard Delene was accapted on Juns 8, 1973,

~

At a pmvork conference on July 12, 1973, Kichard Dalane slleged /
that the bid price was in error because it did not include pit excavae~
tion and gravel srushing work as it assuned that grawel stockpiled at ™
the Governmont pit would be availabls for use dn the work. Thes con~
tracter sscks to xecovaX $4,830 for the omittaed work,

Howevar, we find no Lasic to increzsc the contract price as <
requastad sinca the contracting officer wade award without notice of
poosible :rror, The contracting officer had no resson to suspect
error osince tha low bid was in lines with the other bids roccivad and
the Covernmeat estimate. Therefore, thea accoptmice of the bicd con-
stitutad a vaiid and birding sgreemont from which reliof may not be
srantad, B-178336, May 10, 1973; B-178813, July \3, 1973; B~178731,
August 3’ 1973,

R{nceraly yours,

Pauf!. It Dumbi‘h?&

Yor the gomptruller Gonersl :
of the United States
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